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Message from the Executive Director

Since its establishment in November 2022, Centre for
International Strategic Studies, Azad Jammu and
Kashmir (CISS AJK) has pursued a singular and
demanding ambition, it is to build, from the ground
up, a centre of intellectual excellence capable of
shaping consequential debates in national and
regional security, nuclear policy, and strategic affairs.

Three years on, I am pleased to report that this ambi-
tion is being realized,steadily, substantively, and with
a growing measure of international recognition. The
path from institutional founding to credible policy
influence is rarely linear. It demands sustained
investment in research quality, the cultivation of scholarly networks, and an institutional culture
that prizes rigour over expediency. At CISS AJK, we have worked deliberately to build each of
these foundations and the results are reflected in the depth and breadth of our output this year.

As the first think tank to be established in Azad Jammu and Kashmir, CISS AJK carries a
particular responsibility. We are not simply producing research; we are building the institutional
infrastructure through which AJK’ scholars can engage with the world’s foremost policy
challenges on equal terms. That means investing in mentorship, in professional development, and
in the creation of a research culture that can endure beyond any single cohort or leadership team.

The significance of this pioneering role is not lost on us. Every paper published, every seminar
convened, and every emerging scholar supported represents a brick in a structure that will serve
the country’s intellectual life for decades to come. We take that responsibility seriously and it
continues to drive the standards we set for ourselves.

CISS AJK’s growing prominence in Pakistan’s national policy landscape is a development we
regard with both pride and purpose. Our rise in national think tank rankings, our increasing
citation in policy discussions, and our sustained presence in media commentary reflect something
more than institutional visibility, they reflect the recognition that our analysis is trusted, our
methodology is sound, and our commitment to Pakistan’s strategic interests is unwavering.

As we close the chapter on 2025 and look toward the years ahead, I am conscious that the
conditions shaping our region and the global order are in considerable flux. The questions of
nuclear stability, great-power competition, and regional governance that have anchored our
research agenda are not becoming simpler. They are becoming more urgent. The journey we
began in 2022 is far from complete but the foundation we have built gives me every confidence in
the road that lies ahead.

Executive Director

Centre for International Strategic Studies
Azad Jammu and Kashmir (CISS AJK)
2025



Research Areas

Emerging Technologies, Strategy, and Warfare
Zohaib Altat & Nimra Javed

Strategic Stability in South Asia
Syeda Tahreem Bukhari & Abdul Basit

Arms Control and Disarmament
M. Shahzad Akram & Tayyaba Khurshid

Nuclear Global Order and Geopolitics
Moneeb Mir & Qurat-ul-Ain Shabbir

Export Control Regimes
Nazia Sheikh

Jammu and Kashmir Conflict, State and Society
Saba Ghulam Nabi & Abdul Rehman

Cyber Warfare and Biological Weapons Convention
Rimsha Malik

Peaceful use of Nuclear Technology
Hira Bashir
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STRATEGIC PERSPECTIVES

Journal of Strategic Affairs

Centre for International Strategic Studies AJK is proud to announce that CISS AJK’s research
journal "Strategic Perspectives" has been officially recognized by the Higher Education
Commission (HEC) under the "Y' category.

HEC RECOGNIZED
Y - Category

Vol. II No. 2, Summer 2025

Indian Military Modernization and Its Implications on Strategic Stability in South Asia
Bilal Zubair and Zain Rashid Tarar

New Media as a Tool of Hybrid Warfare: Analyzing Pakistan’s Case
Afsah Qazi and Faiz Ali Shah

Arms Control Beyond New START: Challenges and Prospects in a Multipolar World
Anum Riaz and Mobeen Jafar Mir

Rise of Populism in the Post-Truth Era: A Case Study of Modi’s Regime
Saad Riaz and Junaid Khan Jhandad

Forging New Frontiers: India-GCC Engagement under the Act West Policy and Implications
for Pakistan

Sardar Jehanzaib Ghalib and Muhammad Ahmad Khan

Vol. III No. 1, Winter 2025

Theoretical Approaches to the Root Causes of Terrorism: An Analysis of ISIS and Al-Qaeda
in the post-9/11 Middle East

Rabbab Abbas Khan & Sarwat Rauf

The Hypersonic Missile Race: An Analysis of Global Dynamics and South Asian Strategic
Stability

Ghazala Yasmin Jalil & Muskan

Indian Naval Modernization: From Buyers to Builders Navy and Implications for Indian Ocean
Region Security

Abdul Moiz Khan & Usman Haider

India-US Defense Relations: Convergences and Divergences
Ahyousha Khan

Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir and Palestine: A Comparative Study of Identity
Crisis, and Narratives of Resistance and Occupation

Syeda Saba Israr



STRATEGIC FORECAST

Digital Blog Series

Strategic Forecast, has become an effective platform for promoting Pakistan's narrative and
expanding the institute's outreach. It has cultivated a significant readership by attracting expert
contributors, both young and seasoned, from premier institutions. These contributors specialize
not only in traditional domains but also in emerging areas like cyberwarfare, quantum computing,
and other disruptive technologies, resonating strongly with a young audience that has the potential
to grow in the future.

Strategic Forecast January-December 2025
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STRATEGIC SPECTRUM

Monthly Newsletter

The Center for International Strategic Studies AJK (CISS AJK) publishes a monthly Strategic
Spectrum edition, highlighting CISS AJK's key activities and engagements for each month.

W) STRATEGIC SPECTRUM

Your Premier Source for Strategic Updates, Intellectual
Debates, and Informed Perspectives

@www.cissajk.org.pk owww.facebook.com/CISS—AJK m www.linkedin.com/ciss-ajk @www.x.com/ciss_ajk
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27th February: An Affirmation of Pakistan’s
Resolve to the Kashmir Conflict, Peace, and Stability
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The event “27th February: An
Affirmation of Pakistan’s Resolve to
the Kashmir Conflict, Peace, and
Stability” was a high-level national
conference Organized by the Centre
for International Strategic Studies
Azad Jammu & Kashmir (CISS AJK).
The primary aim of the conference
was to reaffirm Pakistan’s commit-
ment to regional peace, strategic
stability, and the Kashmiri people’s
right to self-determination, while also
highlighting India’s aggressive behaviour, militaristic ambitions, and disinformation campaigns.

Key Speakers:

1. Dr. Asma Shakir Khawaja Executive Director (CISS AJK) Delivered introductory remarks

2. Major General (Retd ) Syed Shahab Shahid, Director General Arms Control and
Disarmament ,Strategic Plans Division

3. Lt Gen Sarfaraz Sattar, Advisor NCA

4. Rana Qasim Muhammad Noon (Parliamentary Kashmir Committee)

5. Ramesh Singh Arora (Minister, Government of Punjab)

6. Chaudhry Latif Akbar (Acting President, AJK)

Vice Chancellors’ Consultative Meeting —
“Networking, Research & Academic Collaboration

On Nov 11, 2025, CISS AJK Organized Vice Chancellors’ Consultative Meeting “Networking,
Research & Academic Collaboration. The Vice Chancellors’ Consultative Meeting provided a
valuable platform for academic leaders to deliberate on strengthening inter-university networking,
research collaboration, and academic excellence in Azad Jammu & Kashmir. The discussion
highlighted shared challenges in higher education, includingresearch capacity, digital learning, and
institutional coordi nation. Participants reaffirmed their commitment to collective academic
growth through sustained collaboration and joint initiatives. The meeting concluded with a
consensus on developing coordinated frameworks to enhance research quality and academic
impact across the region.
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Interactive session featuring Ambassador

(Retd.) Masood Khan

On 13 January 2025, CISS AJK organized an interactive session featuring Ambassador (Retd.)
Masood Khan, former President of Azad Jammu & Kashmir, which was attended by the faculty
of the University of Azad Jammu and Kashmir (UAJK) and the research faculty of CISS AJK.
Ambassador Masood Khan shared his strate-
gic insights on regional geopolitics, foreign
policy trends, and the evolving global security
landscape. The session fostered meaningful
dialogue and intellectual exchange between
senior practitioners and academic researchers.
Participants engaged with Ambassador Khan
on key issues affecting South Asia, including
peace, conflict, and diplomatic engagement.
The event wunderscored CISS AJK’s
commitment to enhancing scholarly discourse
and bridging academic and policy
communities.

Kashmir Solidarity Day —
Honoring Resilience, Amplifying Voices

On 3 February 2025, CISS AJK, in collaboration with the Institute of Regional Studies (IRS)
Islamabad, organized a joint seminar to commemorate Kashmir Solidarity Day.

The event aimed to highlight ongoing
human rights violations in Indian Illegally
Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK) and
reaffirm solidarity with the oppressed
Kashmiri population. The seminar featured
distinguished speakers, including Senator
Mushaid Hussain as keynote, Major General
(R) Dr. Samrez Salik (HI M), Dr. Asma
Shakir Khawaja and Dr. Muhammad Khan,
with welcome remarks by Ambassador
Jauhar Saleem. Participants discussed the grave human rights situation, the role of the
international community, and the need for urgent global intervention to ensure justice, self-
determination, and protection of fundamental rights. The seminar emphasized Pakistan and AJK’s
continued commitment to supporting Kashmiris and strengthening diplomatic efforts to raise
awareness about the Kashmir issue at regional and global forums.

Commemoration Youm-e-Tashakur

On 17 May 2025, CISS AJK organized a roundtable discussion of its research faculty to commem-
orate Youm-e-Tashakur, led by Dr. Asma Shakir Khawaja, Executive Director CISS AJK. In her
opening remarks, Dr. Khawaja congratulated the team on the successful culmination of Operation
Bunyan-ul-Marsoos and Marka-e-Haq, encouraging researchers to contribute to national interests
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through academic writing and policy research.
Syeda Tahreem Bukhari, Associate Director,
highlighted strategic stability post-Kashmir crisis,
the need for a resolution of the Kashmir issue,
and the potential risks of future Indian aggression.
Zohaib Altaf, Associate Director, emphasized the
technological and multi-domain dimensions of
Pakistan’s operations, while Tayyaba Khurshid
discussed post-crisis communication mechanisms,
confidence-building measures, and challenges
posed by India’s rhetoric. Researchers also
: deliberated on the internationalization of the
Kashmir issue and strategies for advancing Pakistan’s case globally. The event concluded with a
cake-cutting ceremony and prayers for the unity and strength of the Pakistani nation.

Nuclearization of the Indian Ocean:
Strategic Implications

On 28 May 2025, CISS AJK, in collaboration with the National Institute of Maritime Affairs
(NIMA), hosted a joint seminar titled “The Indo-Pacific Strategy and the Nuclearization of the
Indian Ocean: Strategic Implications”, marking the conclusion of its three-day workshop on
Strategic Stability in Nuclear South Asia. The seminar featured two thematic sessions: Session I on
Evolving Security Architecture, moderated by Syeda Tahreem Bukhari, Associate Director, CISS
AJK, included presentations by Zohaib Altaf (Associate Director, CISS AJK), M. Shahzad Akram
(Research Officer, CISS AJK), and Dr. Rubina Waseem (Assistant Professor, NUST). Session 11
on Nuclearization of the Indian Ocean and Strategic Stability, moderated by Tayyaba Khurshid,
Research Officer, CISS AJK, featured Dr. Baber Bilal Haider (Vice President, NIMA),
Commodore (Retired) Raheel Masood (Senior Research Fellow, NIMA), Dr. Fasiha Safdar
(Research Fellow, NIMA), and Commander Anees Muhammad Khan (Retired) (Senior Research
Associate, NIMA). Opening remarks and the certificate distribution ceremony were conducted by
Dr. Asma Shakir Khawaja, Executive Director, CISS AJK. The seminar concluded with a
commemorative Youm-e-Takbeer cake-cutting ceremony and a group lunch, fostering academic
exchange and reaffirming Pakistan’s strategic deterrence posture.

Indian Hegemonic Ambitions and Kashmir

On 29 May 2025, CISS AJK hosted Dr. Muzzammil Ayyub Thakur, President of the World
Kashmir Freedom Movement, for an interactive session under the “In Conversation with Thought
Leaders” series on “Indian Hegemonic Ambitions: Historical Roots, Regional Repercussions, and
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| the Future of the Kashmir Conflict.” Dr. Thakur analyzed

India’s ideological and strategic posture, highlighting the
Hindutva project, systemic persecution of Kashmiris, and
its implications for regional security. He emphasized the
: need for a cohesive national strategy involving academic
& institutions, policymakers, media, and civil society to count-
er India’s escalatory potential. The session underscored
realist dynamics of international alliances, the significance
of human rights advocacy, and the importance of
coordinated global messaging on Kashmir. Dr. Asma Shakir Khawaja, Executive Director CISS
AJK, acknowledged Dr. Thakur’s insights and reaffirmed the center’s commitment to strategic

clarity, peace, and justice in South Asia. The event concluded with an interactive Q&A with CISS
AJK research faculty.

Building Resilient Youth Communities
at Educational Campuses

On 26 June 2025, CISS AJK hosted the
Pakistan Zindabad Seminar titled “Building
Resilient Youth Communities at Educational
Campuses”, jointly organized with the Islamic
Research Institute (IIUI) and the Paigham-e-
Pakistan Centre for Peace. The event brought
together scholars, officials, students, and
researchers to discuss youth empowerment and
strategies to prevent violent extremism. Key
speakers included Zohaib Altaf (Associate
Director, CISS AJK), Prof. Dr. Muhammad Zia

‘ . ul Haq (DG, IIUI), Syeda Tahreem Bukhari
(Associate Director, CISS AJK), and Nimra Javed (Research Officer, CISS AJK), who highlighted
the role of educational campuses, civic education, and Al tools in countering extremist narratives.
Peer Mazhar Saeed Shah, Minister for Information AJK, served as Chief Guest, emphasizing
community-based awareness to safeguard national identity. The seminar was moderated by Abdul
Basit (ARO, CISS AJK) and conducted in collaboration with the EU, UNODC, NACTA, and
Prime Minister’s Youth Programme, reinforcing youth as drivers of peace, resilience, and national
progress.

Academic Linkages and Collaboration

On 28 August 2025, CISS AJK organized the event “Academic Linkages and Collaboration,”
aimed at strengthening partnerships between academic and research institutions in Azad Jammu &
Kashmir. The session featured participation from Dr. Asma Shakir Khawaja, Associate Directors
Syeda Tahreem Bukhari and Zohaib Altaf, and Dr. Nasir Jamal Khattak, the newly appointed Vice
Chancellor of the University of Azad Jammu & Kashmir (UAJK). Speakers discussed opportuni-
ties for joint research, faculty exchange, curriculum development, and collaborative academic
programs to bridge knowledge gaps and enhance scholarly engagement in the region. The initia-
tive underscored the importance of institutional linkages in fostering research excellence and
strategic capacity building, The event facilitated meaningful dialogue between CISS AJK and
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partner institutions, reinforcing collective commitment toward advancing education, innovation,
and policy-oriented scholarship in AJK.

Yom-e-Tasees: Reaffirming the Struggle for Kashmir
Cause and the Vision of Azad Jammu and Kashmir

On October 25, 2025, CISS AJK organized a
seminar titled “Yom-e-Tasees: Reaffirming the
Struggle for Kashmir Cause and the Vision of
Azad Jammu and Kashmir” to commemorate the
foundation of the Government of Azad Jammu
and Kashmir on October 24, 1947. The seminar
explored the historical, political, and strategic

=R | o 1] %2 1| 8PA dimensions of the Kashmir struggle. Distin-
@ guished speakers Saba Ghulam Nabi, Abdul
J Rehman, Ghulam Muhammad Safi, and Altaf
Hussain Wani shared their insights, while the

the session was moderated by Syeda Tahreem Bukhari, Associate Director, CISS AJK. The event
highlighted CISS AJK’s continued commitment to research, dialogue, and advocacy for justice and
peace in Jammu and Kashmir.
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Assessing the Developments in the CD:

Likely Outcomes and Future Trajectories
April 21, 2025

Speakers

Tahir Hussain Andrabi Shams uz Zaman

Brig (R) Dr. Zahir Kazmi  Dr. Asma Shakir Khawaja
Moderator

et

Malik Qasim Mustafa Khokar Tayyaba Khurshid

From Article 370 Revocation to the Pahalgam Crisis
Aug 7, 2025

Speakers

Prof. Mohammad Mujeeb Afzal Altaf Hussain Wani Dr. Asma Shakir Khawaja Robert Fantina

Moderator

Syeda Tahreem Bukhari Saba Ghulam Nabi
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October 27: The Illegitimate Occupation of Jammu
and Kashmir and the Unyielding Spirit of Resistance
October 27 2025

Speakers

Advocate Rehana Ali Farzana Yaqoob  Dr. Asma Shakir Khawaja Shamim Shawl

Moderator

Abdul Rehman Abdul Basit

Jammu Genocide: A Policy from The
Hindutva Playbook

Speakers

November 6, 2025

Dr. Asma Shakir Khawaja  Duke Salman Khan Bashir Ahmed Chaudhary

Moderator

Saba Ghulam Nabi Syeda Tahreem Bukhari

11
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Hindutva, Systematic Discrimination, and the
Treatment of Minorities in India

Dec 17, 2025
Speakers

Advocate Rehana Ali Dr. Asma Shakir Khawaja Salman Javed Javed Naila Altaf Kiani

Moderator

Qurat-ul-Ain

12
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Strategic Reckoning: Perspectives on
Deterrence and Escalation Post-Pahalgam

CISS AJK successfully hosted the launch of “Strategic Reckoning: Perspectives on Deterrence
and Escalation Post-Pahalgam” on 25 November 2025.The event was moderated and organized
by Tayyaba Khurshid, Research Officer at CISS AJK. Key speakers included Dr. Asma Shakir
Khawaja, Executive Director CISS AJK; Brig (R) Zahir Haider Kazmi, Arms Control Advisor
SPD; Prof. Dr. Zafar Nawaz Jaspal, Dean QAU; Dr. Atia Ali Kazmi, President GPS Forum; and
Dr. Rabia Akhter, Editor of the volume and Dean University of Lahore. The speakers highlighted
the continued relevance of nuclear deterrence, Pakistan’s shift toward an integrated deterrence
framework, and emerging cyber and grey-zone challenges.

13
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From 21 July to 22 August 2025, CISS AJK conducted a one-month internship program designed
to provide emerging scholars and young professionals with a structured platform for strategic
research, policy analysis, and practical learning, Participants engaged in workshops, research
projects, and mentorship sessions aimed at enhancing their analytical, critical thinking, and policy
formulation skills. The program offered hands-on exposure to contemporary security and
strategic issues in South Asia, fostering professional development and academic growth. It also
encouraged networking with experts, policymakers, and CISS AJK faculty to cultivate future
leaders in strategic studies. This initiative reflected CISS AJK’s commitment to capacity building
and nurturing the next generation of researchers.

Evolving Regional Dynamics, Contemporary

Media Narratives, and Pakistan’s Strategic Posture

On 29 July 2025, CISS AJK organized an
academic engagement on “Evolving
Regional =~ Dynamics, Contemporary
Media Narratives, and Pakistan’s Strategic
Posture” aimed at capacity building for
scholars and students. The session
explored the impact of media on
strategic perceptions, regional security
trends, and Pakistan’s policy responses to
evolving geopolitical challenges. Partici-
pants engaged in interactive discussions,
scenario analyses, and policy-oriented
exercises to enhance understanding of
complex regional dynamics. The program emphasized critical thinking, analytical skills, and
strategic awareness among participants. This initiative reflected CISS AJK’s commitment to
strengthening academic expertise and fostering informed discourse on national and regional
security matters.

On 7 August 2025, CISS AJK conducted a
capacity-building session on “Nuclear
Proliferation and Weapon Technology” aimed at
enhancing understanding of strategic and security
challenges in South Asia. The session examined
nuclear deterrence, proliferation risks, and
technological advancements in weapon systems,
highlighting their implications for regional and
global  security.  Participants  engaged in
discussions on policy responses, risk mitigation,
and strategic foresight to address emerging
security threats. The program emphasized analytical thinking, technical knowledge, and informed
decision-making for scholars and professionals in the field. This initiative underscored CISS AJK’s
commitment to advancing expertise in strategic studies and security affairs.

14



The Strategic Role of Youth in

Sustaining National Cohesion

On 8 August 2025, CISS AJK organized an academic session
on “The Strategic Role of Youth in Sustaining National
Cohesion.” The program highlighted the role of youth in
promoting national unity, social resilience, and strategic
awareness, while encouraging young scholars to develop
analytical skills and actively contribute to Pakistan’s security
and development.

Jammu & Kashmir Dispute, Youth Perspectives,
Academic Opportunities & Collaborative Prospects

On 12 August 2025, CISS AJK organized a
capacity-building and outreach program
focused on “Jammu & Kashmir Dispute,
Youth Perspectives, Academic Opportunities
& Collaborati ve Prospects.” The initiative
provided students and young scholars with an
interactive learning experience on the histori-
cal and contemporary dimensions of the
Kashmir conflict. Participants explored
policy perspectives, strategic challenges, and
avenues for academic collaboration, including visits to the Institute of Strategic Studies Islamabad
(ISSI) and the Army Institute of Military History. The program emphasized critical thinking,
research skills, and engagement with strategic experts. This activity highlighted CISS AJK’s
commitment to fostering informed youth participation and strengthening academic and
institutional linkages.
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Strategic Stability in

Post-Nuclear South Asia

From 26 to 28 May 2025,
CISS AJK organized a
Three-Day Strategic Work-
shop aimed at providing
students with a deeper and
practical understanding of
the  complex  security
environment in South Asia.
The workshop focused on
nuclear deterrence, regional
rivalries, and  evolving
strategic trends, offering
participants hands-on expo-
sure  to  contemporary

security challenges. Sessions included lectures, scenario analyses, and interactive discussions
facilitated by experts in strategic studies. The program emphasized critical thinking, policy-
oriented analysis, and the development of informed perspectives on regional and international
security dynamics. This initiative highlighted CISS AJK’s commitment to fostering the next

generation of scholars and practitioners in strategic affairs.

16
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Government Boys Middle School Kakrool,

Sudhnoti

June 12, 2025
Q Tayyaba Khurshid

As part of its Strategic Outreach initiative, Tayyaba Khurshid, Research Officer conducted a visit
to Government Boys Middle School Kakrool in Sudhnoti, engaging students and youth in
discussions on strategic issues and geopolitical awareness. She highlighted that Jammu and
Kashmir is an internationally recognized disputed territory and examined India’s ongoing
unilateral and illegal measures aimed at altering the region’s special status.

Government Post Graduate College for Women,

Muzaffarabad

Oct 20, 2025

Syeda Tahreem Bukhari, Saba Ghulam Nabi, Nimra Javed and
Qurat-Ul-Ain Shabbir

The Centre for International Strategic Studies, Azad Jammu & Kashmir (CISS AJK) organized a
Strategic Outreach Program at Government Post Graduate College for Women, Muzaffarabad.
The outreach session was conducted by AD Syeda Tahreem Bukhari, along with Research Officers
Saba Ghulam Nabi, Nimra Javed, and Qurat-ul-Ain Shabbir.The session fostered informed
dialogue and academic interaction, reflecting CISS AJK’s commitment to intellectual outreach in
the region.

University of Poonch,

Rawalakot

Dec 17, 2025
EOL) Tayyabba Khurshid, Abdul Rehman, Abdul Basit and Hira Bashir

Centre for International Strategic Studies, Azad Jammu & Kashmir (CISS AJK) conducted a
Strategic Outreach Session at the University of Poonch, Rawalakot. The session was attended by
BS International Relations students and was led by Abdul Basit (ARO), Abdul Rehman, and Hira
Bashir.

The discussion focused on strategic stability in South Asia, escalation dynamics, and the peaceful
applications of nuclear technology. Students actively participated in an interactive dialogue,
followed by an assessment and a lively Q&A session. The program concluded with closing
remarks by Dr. Uzma Munshi, Head of the Department of International Relations, who
appreciated CISS AJK’s role in enhancing strategic awareness among youth.



Muhammadan Science College, Hajira

Dec 18,2025
Q Tayyabba Khurshid, Abdul Rehman, Abdul Basit and Hira Bashir

CISS AJK held a Strategic Outreach Session at, engaging over 300 Muhammadan Science College,
Hajira BS students. The session was conducted by RO Tayyabba Khurshid, Abdul Rehman, ARO
Abdul Basit, and Hira Bashit.

The speakers introduced students to CISS AJK’s research mandate, highlighted academic and
research opportunities, and discussed key strategic, security, and policy-relevant issues, including
environmental security and arms control. The session concluded with remarks by the Principal,
Dr. Tariq Mahmood, who commended the initiative for promoting critical thinking and
research-oriented learning;

Cadet College Pallandri

Dec 19, 2025
0 Tayyabba Khurshid, Abdul Rehman, Abdul Basit and Hira Bashir
Y tayy

On December 19, 2025, CISS AJK conducted a Strategic Outreach Program at Cadet College
Pallandri, District Sudhnoti, where the research faculty interacted with approximately 400 cadets
from Matric and FSc classes.

The session, led by Abdul Rehman, Hira Bashir, Tayyabba Khurshid, and Abdul Basit, covered
contemporary strategic and security issues, including the peaceful uses of nuclear technology,
fundamentals of arms control and disarmament, and environmental security challenges. The
cadets showed keen interest and actively engaged in discussions, reflecting strong enthusiasm for
national and regional security issues.
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CISS Signed MOUs with

1. Institute of Strategic Studies Islamabad (ISSI) Islamabad

Jan 10, 2025
2. Center for Aerospace and Security Studies Islamabad

Jan 21, 2025
3. Institute of Regional Studies, Islamabad (IRS)

Feb 3, 2025

4. Islamabad Policy research Institute (IPRI)

Feb 18, 2025
5. National Institute of Maritime Affairs (NIMA), Islamabad

Mar 27, 2025
6. Al-Khair University, Bhimber

Nov 11, 2025

7. Mohi-ud-Din Islamic University, Nerian Sharif AJ&K
Nov 11, 2025

8. University of Hawelli — Kahuta Campus
Nov 11, 2025

9. Women University of Azad Jammu & Kashmir, Bagh
Nov 11, 2025

10.Mirpur University of Science and Technology (MUST), Mirpur
Nov 11, 2025
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The Panopticon State: Analyzing Surveillance

Practices in Indian Administered Kashmir

On Sep 9, 2025 Research Officer Abdul
Rehman represented his research paper titled
“The Panopticon State: Analyzing Surveil-
lance Practices in Indian Illegally Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir” at the Critical Studies
on Terrorism Annual Conference organized
by the Critical Studies on Terrorism Working
Group of the British International Studies
Association (BISA). The paper examined
how pervasive surveillance mechanisms
reshape subjectivity control and dissent in IIOJK, state power surveillance and human security in
conflict zones.

A TET

MODIL! CHUKW...

On 19 September 2025, Syeda Tahreem
Bukhari, Associate  Director  Research,
represented the institute at a seminar held in
Geneva on the sidelines of the 60th session of
the UN Human Rights Council (UNHRC). She
presented her paper titled “Demographic
Change and Global Stability,” highlighting how
India’s settler-colonial policies are deliberately
altering the demographic structure of Indian
Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir
IIOJK).

On 22 September 2025, Syeda Tahreem Bukhari made a
~ substantive intervention at a UNHRC sideline event on the
| suppression of pro-Palestinian protests. She drew a clear
parallel between the crackdown on pro-Palestinian voices
and the situation in Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and
Kashmir (ITIOJK). Highlighting patterns of censorship, crimi-
nalization of dissent, and narrative control, she argued that
freedom of expression is systematically curtailed to delegiti-
mize resistance and suppress legitimate political struggles.
Her intervention underscored the global nature of shrinking
civic spaces under securitized state practices.

[\
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Women at the Frontlines of Conflict:

Sexual Violence, Reproductive Health, and Social
Disruption in Kashmir

On 26 September 2025, Syeda Tahreem Bukhari,
Associate  Director  Research, delivered a
presentation at a sideline event of the 60th UNHRC
session titled “Women at the Frontlines of Conflict:
Sexual Violence, Reproductive Health, and Social
Disruption in Kashmir.” She highlighted the
multifaceted impact of the conflict on Kashmiri
women, including sexual violence, restricted access
to reproductive health services, and broader social
disruption. Her presentation underscored the urgent
need for international attention and policy

interventions to address gendered human rights
violations in Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIO]K).

India's Strategic Autonomy in
the Age of Great Power Rivalry

On 21 November 2025, Syeda Tahreem Bukhari,
Associate Director Research at CISS AJK, virtually
presented her paper titled “India's Strategic Autono-
my in the Age of Great Power Rivalry” at an interna-
tional conference organized by DiPAM, Turkey. She
analyzed India’s strategic positioning amid intensify-
ing global power competition and its implications
for South Asian regional security. Her presentation
examined India’s defense modernization, multilateral
engagements, and efforts to maintain strategic auton-
omy. She also highlighted how these moves affect
regional stability and power dynamics. The session
contributed to informed discourse on great power rivalries and their local and global impacts.

The NSG, Non-NPT States and the
Future of Nonproliferation Norms in South Asia

On 26 November 2025, Nazia Sheikh, Research
T = ] Officer , presented her paper at the conference titled
iptoscton e “The NSG, Non-NPT States and the Future of
s Nonproliferation Norms in South Asia,” organized
oo el oo by Balochistan Think Tank Network (BTTN),
Quetta. She discussed the challenges and prospects
of nuclear nonproliferation in South Asia, focusing
on the role of Non-NPT states and their integration
into global frameworks like the Nuclear Suppliers
Group (NSG). Her presentation highlighted the
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implications of exclusionary practices on regional security and strategic stability. She emphasized
the need for inclusive norms that address proliferation risks while promoting responsible nuclear
stewardship. The session provided critical insights into shaping future nonproliferation policies in
the region.

NPT in the Third Nuclear Age:

Reassessing the Treaty’s Relevance amid
Emerging Realities

On 26 November 2025, Tayyaba Khurshid, Research Officer ,
presented her paper at the conference titled “NPT in the Third
Nuclear Age: Reassessing the Treaty’s Relevance amid Emerg-
ing Realities,” organized by Balochistan Think Tank Network
(BTTN), Quetta. She examined the evolving relevance of the
Non-Proliferation  Treaty (NPT) in the context of
contemporary global security challenges, including great power
competition, technological advancements, and emerging
nuclear threats. Her presentation highlighted the limitations of existing frameworks and stressed
the need for adaptive approaches to maintain regional and global stability. Tayyaba Khurshid also
discussed the implications of NPT dynamics for South Asian nuclear states and non-NPT actors.
The session contributed to a critical understanding of nuclear governance in the modern strategic
environment.

[\®)
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INFOGRAPHICS

Infographics cut through the noise by turning fifty pages of technical analysis into something
you can take in at a glance. They take complicated ideas like shifting trade alliances or emerging
security threats and make them visible, so readers and policy makers alike can see the patterns
without wading through dense text. More importantly, they keep the main story front and center,
ensuring that the most important findings do not end up buried in the back pages where they are
easily overlooked.
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Nuclear Micro-Reactors:
Small-Scale Clean Energy

Nuclear micro-reactors are small, compact nuclear reactors designed
to provide clean, efficient energy on a smaller scale, often for remote

or off-grid locations.
Under development in the United States

Features

Micro reactors are not defined by their fuel form or coolant. Instead, they have three

main features:

1. Factory Fabricated. 2. Transportable

Simple Design

Mw

Produce 1-20 M Clean and
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~Launched in 2007
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Conference on Disarmament (CD)

What is the Conference on Disarmament (CD)?

@

UN Relationship Budget
e S o Covered by the UN

but Reports to UNGA

Objoctive
Primary Multilateral
Disarmament Negotiation
Forum

<

Established
1979

Background of CD and its Evolution

oo |
O

Conference on Committee 1969
on Disarmament 1979

Renamed as Conference
on Disarmament

Ten Nation Disarmamant
Committes

Elghtaan Nation:
Disarmament cnmm]m

©

Committee on
Disarmament

Key Treaties Negotiated by CD Agenda
= Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Mudear Weapans (NPT}

& Toxic

- ulemlcal Wiapons Convention ICWC]

* Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT)

* Environmental Modification & Seabed Treaties

= Nuclear Disarmament

= FMICT Fissile Materlal Cut-off Treaty

= Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer
Space | PARDS)

= Negative Security Assurances NSAs

2025 Plenary Meetings
First Public Plﬁcia’d:n
53] Nations, Gen

Plenary Session
January 21, 2025

-J Startegn

anuary e

2025
Sessions

1st 2nd
20 January- 28 March 12 May-27 June

20 Janwary -

ard
28 July - 12 Septe
Presidency of CD: Four Working Weeks

Frerm
14 March 28 Juby-15 Auigust

i
18 August-

anh-- 12 Septum

Social Media Usage in Pakistan

YouTube

71.7 million
users

{j Facebook

44.5 million
users

Regulation of Artificial intelligence

Bill was tabled in Senate

TikTok

54.38 million
users

Instagram

17.3 million
users

Ministry of Information Technol

August 09, 2024

PMLN Senator
Afnan Ullah Khan

A Game Changer in Nuclear Energy
What Are MSRs?
(MSRs) are

Jo2 Moiten sait reactors
e

%C.h

s as primary. |, ot bow pressure

Key Potentials

Cost-Effective & Efficient
Energy Production

Low Carbon
Footprints

High Heat Absorption

High Temperature
Operation

Sustainable Fuel Cycle
{U, Pu & Th)

Passive Safety
Features

Industrial Use
Hydrogen Production
Minimal Nuclear Waste
Leading Countries (Targeting Mid-2030s Deployment)

I*I mm =&

Russia usa

IAEA's Role

throu, hsh | Nuclear
{NH5i), research t:glinﬂom. and
System [ARIS) reactor database.

Malten Salt Reactors can help Pakistan achieve cost-effective and efficient mrﬂ[
production, but their high upfront cost remains a challenge. To address this,
Pakistan can ewplore public-private partnerships, government subsidies, and
international funding options.

Emerging Developments in
Regulation of Artificial Intelligence Act 2024

ogy & Telecommunication recently opposed the
Regulation of Artificial Intelligence Act 2024

saying that it wuulr.l be too early to come up with a ltegul&!ﬁun for Technology that is

since the Ec

is yet to

Objectives
Act 2024
To Moniter, Regulate, Superintend,
" Yand Supervise the dissemination of data
and infarmation at bath national and
international levels

Draft Raferred
)

Senate’s
Standing Commities
an

I far Al Datarainng. Ta establish a "secure and well-
protected” Al gystem to drive growth
and productivity in the country

Seeks to regulate the use of Al to mitigate

International Day for Disarmament and
Non-Proliferation Awareness (March 5th)

Introduction

Established by:
United Nations .J i‘D pyrteriirt

General Assembly

"Warious risks” associated with Al

Digital Rights Activists raise concerns
about proposed legislation

Toestablish a "Navonal Artificial
Intelligence Commission" with its
headguarters in Islamabad

Viglations could result in fines mnging

from Rs 1.5 - Rs 2.5 bn

To protect the privacy and safety of Al
users and advocates for transparency
I Al data collection, storage, and usage

Adopted on:
December 7,
2022

(=

A Step Toward Nuclear Weapons Free World

| Treaty:

Purpose of the Day
Educating people on disarmament and non-proliferation ot
Reducing the threat of armed conflicts
Controlling the spread of dongerous weapons:

Addressing the impact of weapons on civilians

Why Disarm

ol
Today's Reality

Owver 12,600 nuclear weapons
exist worldwide.

Global military spending:
$2.2 trillion (2023).

Arms control treaties face
increasing challenges.

i1

Call to Action

« Support Disarmament
Treaties & Agreements

= Advocate for Stronger
Mon-Proliferation Policies

Pakistan's Position on Disarmament

UNLAWFUL USE OF FORCE & WATER

“Indla’ o
and J\.meamsnra( numm rights™

FRHAL

26 Civilions killed

Terrarism must nat
Justify Unlawiul
Force

o Alr & Misslie
Attocks

= Clivillan Cosuaiiies

o No Lawlul Basts
for Self-Defencs

80% of Pakistan's Agric

COURT RESUACE

upports non-discriminatory
bnd balanced disarmament

Advocates for universal
disarmament

¥ Ensure undiminished security for all
¥ Ganuine international effarts for resolution
of long standing disputes

\S)

3

- Treaty cannst be
Unilaterally Suspanded
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: - International Day for Disarmament and
S skt Praumacy S G Aackiin Pahion IR Non-Proliferation Awareness (March 5th)

Introduction
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$2.2 trillion (2023). & Aworeness

Main Laws

Wisaloty & Riosocirity

P '""-T-e&-:" ...........‘.‘.‘;.:"“ s Arms control treaties face = Advacate for Stronger
hgends & T *‘ it increasing challenges, Nen-Froliferation Policies
" ey —— Po

Pakistan’s Position on Disarmament

| Advancing Troaty Implementation Nidlamal Coerdination

@ Strongthening Musttllaternl Cooperation Supports non-discriminatory Advocates for universal
00 et By N and balanced disarmament disarmament
Cutcomes Uo-mw-—ummxunwnmmm latforts
Adaption of » Pallticnl Declaration

¥ Ensure undiminished security for all
¥ Genuine international efforts for resolution

TWE: W g
Papers.

@ &® O

o
prrr Tt iy
o SSsmin icauion of long standing disputes
h]-«d M-v Huclanr Risk = Called for a Nutv—lrw 2008-0% Fridanas por s mac
Global Threst Warid we 5 Glotal 207 F‘h‘""'“ o

Publlsﬂvw

KWD-:I:Imz Adopted

= gt

the D
Conference on Disarmament

Resetting the Disarmament Debate

T l:::::ﬂunn:a . Evtabbabud 1 2 LTy @wnﬂeu
R R Palistan [__ingia__|

G| s Complet rmarmss
[ e

* Lip service 10 FMCT- takes Pakistan's cover

* Proposes FMCT inchading all stockpiles in.
Tty Seape

Pakistan's Stand on TPNW €D & Strategic Selectivity

Westarn Approoch * Sesk strategk balance, shuns inequity . m%wlwm.rww
@ E} Proposes Flasile Moterial Cut-off Treaty (FMCT)  heis and PAROS lnw nanging fruit . ieourt|

Outer Space Conduct
s @ s

The Cost of War for India —

9% Conducted o Kinefic [t
Advncates PAROS as alegal priority {7 b ASKH et (14}

...

Q) ST e o S Reluctance to glve

Nagstio Sacusity
nces (NSA)

Co-sps draft PARDS
"ipar)

et et e

e
- b 5 Biamrmament maet maove fram symballm
s % @ e P Pt substanca—rulndorcing the securlty of ol Metes, nnk]lﬂkuh-
i 3
gt (1281) mwsca 30W) by (o)

1
iabea)

uts Los Esampie (259 Air skamish) stmie, e,
W) 5 T o L ST M

Chashma-1Longest Oparatianal Run in
Pokistan's Mucleor Energy Histary

' Pakistan .

v

Supports legally binding NSAs
o protect nen-noclaar states

Strategic Posture
Pakistan India

@ MW"W'“W‘ . Wn‘-nﬂw

@ ICBMs and SLBM: {Intercontinental range|
e




Annual Report 2025

REFARATORY oR T REVIEW CONFERENCE
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Trigger: Indian military attacks on the night of 6= May 2025
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Mission Objectives
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Deter further aggrassion s rasponsibla for atta
and terrorism

Key Resilient Features of Small Modular Reactors (SMRs)

Pakiztan Responds to indian PM’s Allegotions
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the grid recover from outages
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Attacks on Nuclear Focilities:

A Violation of Internationol Norms Pakistan's Statement at OEWG on PAROS

22 July 2025
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NATIONAL &
INTERNATIONAL
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60th Session of the United Nations

Human Rights Council (UNHRC)

From 16 to 27 September 2025, Syeda Tahreem Bukhari, Associate Director Research at CISS
AJK, attended the 60th Session of the United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) in
Geneva. Representing the Kashmiri perspective, she engaged in discussions on human rights
violations, political repression, and the ongoing crisis in Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and
Kashmir (IIOJK). Her participation highlighted the plight of Kashmiri civilians, particularly
women and marginalized groups, and emphasized the need for international
accountability. Tahreem Bukhari’s contributions underscored CISS AJK’s commitment to global
advocacy and raising awareness on critical human rights issues. The session provided a platform
for networking with international experts, policymakers, and civil society representatives to
advance dialogue on human rights and conflict resolution.
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UN Youth4Disarmament Forum 2025

In October 2025, Tayyaba Khurshid, Research Officer at CISS AJK, was selected by the United
Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs to participate in the UN Youth4Disarmament Forum
2025 held in New York. She engaged virtually in this three-month program, attending thematic
webinars, workshops, and panel discussions, while also contributing to UNODA’ social media
advocacy through recorded videos. Her participation highlighted youth leadership in promoting
disarmament, strategic awareness, and global security education. This engagement underscored
CISS AJK’s active role in international peacebuilding initiatives and its collaboration with UN
platforms, while also providing opportunities to interact with global experts and contribute to
policy-relevant discussions on arms control and strategic stability.

On 15 September 2025, Tayyaba Khurshid represented
CISS AJK as a speaker and panelist in an international
engagement organized by the United Nations Office
for Disarmament Affairs. She addressed emerging

September 05, 2025

N=WS STORY

RN . .
r}“,g Y?H:r H challenges in global disarmament, arms control, and
:‘/ DISARMAMENT . . e
youth engagement in peace and security initiatives,
TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCES AND NUCLEAR emphasizing the importance of multilateral coopera-

T e tion, awareness campaigns, and policy interventions in

P advancing sustainable security practices. Her participa-
’! tion reflected CISS AJK’s continued contribution to
B 459 international d1§course on strategic stability and global
i ik governance, while also facilitating knowledge exchange

among experts, scholars, and young leaders.
From August to November 2025, her engagement under the UN Youth4Disarmament Program
reflected a structured and impactful contribution to global disarmament discourse. During this
period, she attended two thematic webinars and completed two specialized online certifications on
“Youth and Disarmament” and “New and Emerging Technologies and Nuclear Weapons,”
strengthening her subject expertise. She actively contributed to advocacy efforts by producing
video content for Youth4Disarmament social media platforms and participated as a speaker in the
2nd thematic webinar. Demonstrating collaborative engagement, she worked with over 30
participants on the Youth4Disarmament Outcome Document and authored a news story on the
thematic webinar, which was published on the Youth4Disarmament Forum website. Additionally,
she was selected as a panelist for the High-Level Opening Session of the United Nations Youth4-
Disarmament Forum 2025; however, her participation in this session could not materialize due to
visa constraints.
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Quantifying Electoral Politics of Congress and BJP

On 9 January 2025, Dr. Asma Shakir Khawaja
participated in the launch of the Special Study
titled “Quantifying  Electoral Politics of
Congress and BJP” at the India Study Centre,
Institute of Strategic Studies Islamabad (ISSI).
The event marked the release of this first-of-its-
kind quantitative analysis of India’s 18th Lok
Sabha elections, examining political trends
through metrics such as caste, religious affilia-
tion, wealth, and familial ties. Dr. Khawaja joined
a distinguished panel of experts who provided

insights on the study’s findings and the broader implications for Indian electoral politics. She
highlighted critical observations regarding the state of Indian democracy and challenged domi-
nant narratives about political representation. The session contributed to informed discussion on
electoral dynamics and democratic governance in India.

Kashmir Cultural Festival

On 27 January 2025, Dr. Asma Shakir Khawaja
and Research Officer Saba Ghulam Nabi
participated in the Kashmir Cultural Festival,
organized by the Institute of Kashmir Studies
at the University of Azad Jammu and Kashmir
(UAJK), Muzaffarabad. The event celebrated
Kashmiri heritage, arts, and cultural expres-
sions while fostering deeper appreciation of
regional identity. Both representatives engaged
with scholars, artists, and students, highlighting
the importance of cultural preservation in
sustaining community resilience and solidarity.

5th February Kashmir Day

On 3 February 2025, Research Officer Tayyaba Khurshid represented CISS
AJK at the 5th February Kashmir Day event, organized by the Jammu &
Kashmir Development and Freedom Forum (JKDFF). She participated in
commemorative activities and discussions that highlighted the historical
significance of Kashmir Solidarity Day and ongoing struggles in Indian
Ilegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (ITOJK). Her presence underscored
CISS AJK’s solidarity with Kashmiri aspirations for rights, justice, and
self-determination. The event served as a platform to amplify awareness
and reinforce commitments toward the Kashmir cause.

(V]
Ul



Annual Report 2025

Kashmir Solidarity and Voices of Youth

On 4 February 2025, Research Officer Tayyaba Khurshid and Associate Research Officer Abdul
Basit participated in the “Kashmir Solidarity and Voices of Youth” event organized by the
Institute of Policy Studies Islamabad in collaboration
with multiple think tanks. The session brought togeth-
er youth leaders, researchers, and policy practitioners
to amplify Kashmiri voices and discuss avenues for
meaningful engagement in regional and international
discourse. Tayyaba Khurshid and Abdul Basit contrib-
uted to discussions on youthperspectives, advocacy
strategies, and Institute of Policy Studies Islamabad in
| collaboration with multiple think tanks. The session
] brought together youth leaders, researchers, and
" policy practitioners to amplify Kashmiri voices and
discuss avenues for meaningful engagement in regional and international discourse. Tayyaba Khur-
shid and Abdul Basit contributed to discussions on youthsolidarity initiatives. Their participation
highlighted CISS AJK’s commitment to empowering youth and shaping inclusive narratives on the
Kashmir issue. The event fostered inter-organizational collaboration and youth-led dialogue on
peace and justice.

Kashmir Solidarity Day: A Commitment to
Peace, Rights, and Self-Determination

On 7 February 2025, Tayyaba Khurshid, Research Officer at
CISS AJK, participated in the event “Kashmir Solidarity Day: A
Commitment to Peace, Rights, and Self-Determination,”
organized by the India Study Center (ISC) at the Institute of
Strategic Studies Islamabad (ISSI). The session underscored
Pakistan’s enduring support for the Kashmiri struggle and
emphasized peace, human rights, and self-determination as core
principles. Tayyaba Khurshid contributed to discussions on
strengthening narratives of solidarity and international engage-
ment for the Kashmir cause. Her participation highlighted CISS
AJK’s active role in policy dialogues and knowledge platforms
that reinforce global awareness and commitment to justice for
Kashmir.

Revitalizing AJK’s SDG-2030 Roadmap:

Pathways to Sustainable Development

On 8 February 2025, Hira Bashir, Associate Research Officer (ARO) at CISS AJK, participated in
The National Conference on Revitalizing AJK’s SDG-2030 Roadmap: Pathways to Sustainable
Development, organized by the University of Azad Jammu and Kashmir (UAJK). The conference
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brought  together  policymakers,
academics, development practitioners,
and civil society to deliberate on
actionable strategies for advancing
sustainable development goals in Azad
Jammu & Kashmir. Hira Bashir
contributed to thematic sessions on
inclusive  growth,  environmental
resilience, and institutional partner-
ships, emphasizing evidence-based
approaches to SDG integration. She highlighted the importance of multi-stakeholder engagement
and long-term planning to achieve regional sustainability targets. Her participation underscored
CISS AJK’s support for collaborative efforts geared toward advancing the SDG-2030 agenda in
AJK. The event strengthened dialogue on development pathways and reinforced commitments to
socio-economic transformation in the region.

Understanding Fundamentals of India's
Contemporary Strategic Culture

5 T T R T T T On 27 February 2025, Dr. Asma Shakir Khawaja, Executive
Pundumentals of Tndi's Contemiporacy Director of CISS AJK, participated in the seminar

Strategic Culture® “Understanding Fundamentals of India’s Contemporary

March 27, 2025 Strategic Culture,” organized by the Institute of Strategic
Studies Islamabad (ISSI). The session brought together strate-
gic thinkers and policy experts to explore the
foundational drivers of India’s security doctrine, defense
postures, and geopolitical outlook. Dr. Khawaja contributed
insights on the interplay between India’s historical strategic
traditions and its modern policy choices, particularly in the
South Asian context. She emphasized the implications of
India’s strategic culture for regional stability and bilateral
relations with Pakistan. Her participation highlighted CISS
AJK’s engagement in critical discourse on regional strategic dynamics and knowledge exchange
with leading research institutions.

Nuclear Deterrence in the Age of
Emerging Technologies

e — On 23 April 2025, Dr. Asma Shakir Khawaja
mmm. participated as a speaker in the “Nuclear Deterrence in the
Age of Emerging Technologies” session at the CISS
Islamabad International Conference, organized by CISS
Islamabad. The session also featured contributions from
Associate Director Zohaib Altaf, Research Officers Nimra
Javed and Tayyaba Khurshid, who engaged in discussions
~ @ On how evolving technologies such as cyber capabilitics and
R artificial intelligence are reshaping deterrence paradigms.

Dr. Khawaja’s insights focused on strategic stability challenges, doctrinal adaptations, and the
implications of techno-strategic shifts for South Asian security dynamics.



Annual Report 2025

Kashmir Conflict and Emerging Scenarios

g — On 23 April 2025, Dr. Asma Shakir Khawaja,
L. '| MII - = Executive Director of CISS AJK, participated as a
o= . ' speaker in the special session “Kashmir Conflict
F-L W e GB s OB | and Emerging Scenarios,” organized by the
. & ~ o VRS B .y Institute of Policy Studies (IPS), Islamabad. Her
: ' presentation addressed the strategic, political, and
humanitarian dimensions of the Kashmir conflict,
particularly in the wake of the Pahalgam attack, and
assessed evolving security scenarios in the region.
Dr. Khawaja emphasized the implications of
contested narratives, regional power dynamics, and
international engagement on the conflict’s trajectory. She highlighted the need for sustained policy
focus and collaborative research to inform conflict resolution strategies. Her participation under-
scored CISS AJK’s contribution to high-level policy dialogues and scholarly discourse on South
Asian security challenges.

Pahalgam Attack:
Motives, Agenda, and Consequences

On 23 April 2025, Dr. Asma Shakir Khawaja, Executive Director of CISS AJK, and Syeda
Tahreem Bukhari, Associate Director Research at CISS AJK, participated as speakers in the
session “Pahalgam Attack: Motives, Agenda, and Consequences,” organized by the Departments
of Political Science and Economics at The Islamia University, Bahawalpur. Their presentations
examined the historical context, strategic motives, and broader implications of the Pahalgam
incident for regional security and public perception. Dr. Khawaja provided strategic analysis on
implications for South Asian stability, while Tahreem Bukhari highlighted the sociol! political
impacts and narrative dynamics surrounding the event. Together, they engaged with faculty and
students in a comprehensive discussion on conflict drivers and policy responses. Their participa-
tion reflected CISS AJK’s commitment to academic outreach and informed discourse on critical
security issues.
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Pahalgam Attack and India’s Aggressive Posturing:

Implications and Response Options for Pakistan

On 2 May 2025, Dr. Asma Shakir Khawaja, Execu-
tive Director of CISS AJK, participated as the
speaker in the session ‘“Pahalgam Attack and
India’s Aggressive Posturing: Implications and
Response Options for Pakistan,” organized by the
India Study Center (ISC) at ISSI Islamabad. She
analyzed India’s strategic decisions following the
Pahalgam attack, assessing heightened military and
diplomatic postures and their implications for
Pakistan’s security environment. Dr. Khawaja
" /1 \ 1 highlighted viable response options grounded in
strategic deterrence, diplomatic engagement, and narrative management. Her insights underscored
the necessity of calibrated national strategies to safeguard regional stability and national interests.
The session contributed to a nuanced understanding of evolving bilateral tensions and policy
priorities.

Deciphering the Pahalgam False Flag Operation:

Agenda and Consequences

On May 5, 2025, Dr. Asma Shakir
Khawaja, Executive Director CISS
AJK, and Syeda Tahreem Bukhari,
Associate Director CISS  AJK|
participated as speakers in a
webinar titled “Deciphering Pahal-
gam False Flag Operation: Agenda
and Consequences”. The event was
organized by the Centre for South
Asian Studies, University of the
Punjab. The webinar examined the historical context of false flag operations by India, India’s
attempts to blame Pakistan without evidence, and the resulting escalation of tensions between the
two neighbors. The speakers provided analysis of the political and strategic consequences,
emphasizing the importance of evidence-based discourse and regional stability.

Emerging Contours of Arms Control and
Disarmament Amidst Great Power Competition

—— _ On 11 July 2025, Research Officer Tayyaba Khurshid participated as a
//gﬁl(flg{?ﬁ/f\i speaker in the event “Emerging Contours of Arms Control and
wir2025 B Disarmament Amidst Great Power Competition,” organized by Youth

Council Pakistan. She offered insights into how intensifying rivalries
among global powers are reshaping arms control frameworks and
disarmament prospects, with implications for regional and
international security. Tayyaba Khurshid highlighted the challenges

SPEAKER

TAYYABA KHUR posed by technological advancements, strategic mistrust, and evolving
doctrines that complicate traditional arms control mechanisms. Her
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presentation underscored the need for adaptive policy approaches and multilateral dialogue to
address emerging security dilemmas. The session facilitated youth engagement and broadened
discourse on disarmament in a rapidly changing geopolitical landscape.

Shifting Power Dynamics in South Asia:

The Influence of Strategic Culture on
Regional Stability

On 21 July 2025, Dr. Asma Shakir Khawaja,
participated as a speaker in the session “Shifting
Power Dynamics in South Asia: The Influence of
Strategic  Culture on Regional  Stability,”
organized by NUST University, Islamabad. She
examined how strategic culture shapes state
behavior, security doctrines, and regional stability
in South Asia, with a focus on evolving threat
perceptions and policy adaptations. Dr. Khawaja

highlighted the interplay between historical legacies, institutional norms, and contemporary
geopolitical pressures in influencing strategic choices. Her presentation underscored the
implications of strategic cultural shifts for conflict prevention and confidence-building measures.
The event facilitated robust academic exchange and deepened understanding of regional security
paradigms among students and faculty.

On 22 July 2025, Dr. Asma Shakir Khawaja,
participated as a speaker in the session “Indian
Strategic Culture,” organized by the Maritime
Centre of Excellence at Pakistan Navy War College,
Lahore. She provided an in-depth analysis of India’s
strategic culture, examining its historical roots,
doctrinal evolution, and contemporary policy
implications for maritime and regional security. Dr.
Khawaja highlighted how strategic norms and
threat perceptions shape India’s defense postures
and influence South Asian stability dynamics.
Her presentation emphasized the importance of understanding strategic culture to effectively
frame policy responses and enhance national strategic planning. The event fostered critical
dialogue between academic and defense communities on emerging security challenges.
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Lecture at Kashmir Institute of International

Relations for the Summer Internship program 2025

On 25 July 2025, Dr. Asma Shakir Khawaja,
delivered a lecture as a speaker for the Summer
Internship Program 2025 at the Kashmir Institute
of International Relations (KIIR). Her session
focused on key themes in international relations,
| strategic studies, and practical insights for young
. interns pursuing careers in policy research and
diplomacy. Dr. Khawaja highlighted the importance
of analytical rigor, critical thinking, and contextual
understanding of regional security issues, including
the Kashmir conflict. The lecture provided valuable

\ guidance to emerging scholars and practitioners,
enhancing their academic and professional capacities. Her participation reinforced CISS AJK’s
commitment to mentoring the next generation of strategic thinkers and fostering intellectual
engagement in policy arenas.

Lecture at Kashmir Institute of International
Relations for the Summer Internship program 2025

On 4 August 2025, Dr. Asma Shakir Khawaja,
participated as a speaker in a webinar commemorating
the 6th anniversary of the revocation of the special
status of Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir
(IIOJK), organized by the Center for International
Strategic Studies Sindh (CISSS) in Karachi. The event
marked six years since India’s unilateral decision to strip
IIOJK of its constitutional autonomy, underscoring
ongoing human rights abuses, political repression, and

demographic manipulation in the region. Dr. Khawaja highlighted the implications of this revoca-
tion for regional stability, human rights, and international law, calling for sustained global attention
and accountability. The session brought together policymakers, scholars, and civil society to
reaffirm support for Kashmiris’ rights and to advocate for a peaceful, rights-based resolution of
the conflict. Her participation reflected CISS AJK’s active role in strategic dialogues on South
Asian security and justice for oppressed populations.

Lecture at Kashmir Institute of International

Relations for the Summer Internship program 2025

On 26-27 August 2025, the SVI National Conference on “Strategic Stability in South Asia: Region-
al Security and Global Dynamics” was held in Islamabad, organized by the Strategic Vision
Institute (SVI) to deliberate on key strategic, security, and geopolitical issues facing South Asia.
The conference brought together eminent scholars, policymakers, and practitioners to discuss
themes including nuclear deterrence, arms control, escalation dynamics, and confidence-building
measures in the context of evolving regional and global security challenges. Rimsha Malik and
Hira Bashir, research faculty from CISS AJK, participated in the event, engaging with peers and
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contributing to discussions aimed at enhancing strategic stability and mitigating security risks in
the region. The sessions fostered informed dialogue on practical policy options for managing
strategic competition and promoting peace in South Asia. Their participation underscored CISS
AJK’s commitment to collaborative research and knowledge exchange with national think tanks.

Syed Ali Shah Geelani:
His Struggle & Legacy

SYED ALI SHAH GEELANI ®A AND HIS LEGACY gﬁaijjf’;jﬁ?j;jtﬂﬁi;ﬁz;1;1‘; Shalir
OF RESISTANCE AND SACRIFICE I event “Syed Ali Shah Geelani: His Strug-

(PRYTIALN 2 a‘ gle & Legacy,” organized by the Institute
of Policy Studies (IPS) in collaboration
with the Legal Forum for Kashmir (LFK).
In her address, Dr. Khawaja paid tribute
to Geelani’s lifelong struggle for the rights
and self-determination of the Kashmiri
people, reflecting on his strategic

influence and enduring legacy. Her
remarks emphasized the importance of remembering principled resistance and advocating for

justice and human rights. The event brought together scholars, activists, and policymakers to
honor Geelani’s contributions and reinforce solidarity with the Kashmiri cause.

Contemporary Challenges in Arms Control,
Disarmament, and Regional Security Dynamics

Khawaja, Executive Director of CISS AJK,
participated as a speaker in an academic engage-
ment jointly organized by the Arms Control and
Disarmament Centre (ACDC) and the Institute
of Strategic Studies Islamabad (ISSI). She
discussed contemporary challenges in arms
control, disarmament, and regional security
dynamics, emphasizing the implications of
emerging technologies on strategic stability. Dr.
Khawaja highlighted the importance of
evidence-based  policy  formulation  and

_-—1 On 13 September 2025, Dr. Asma Shakir
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multilateral cooperation to address evolving security threats. Her session engaged scholars and
policymakers in discussions on enhancing confidence-building measures and promoting sustain-
able security practices in South Asia. This engagement reflected CISS AJK’s commitment to
contributing to informed strategic and policy debates at the national and regional levels.

Climate Emergency in Pakistan:

Risks, Challenges & Road Ahead

On 22 October 2025, Dr. Asma Shakir Khawaja,
Executive Director of CISS AJK, participated as
the keynote speaker in an academic engagement
organized by the Centre for South Asian Studies
(CSAS), University of the Punjab, Lahore. She
addressed the climate emergency in Pakistan,
discussing its risks, challenges, and policy
implications for sustainable development and
. . R regional resilience. Dr. Khawaja highlighted the
" A 2 7] intersection of environmental security with
: economic, social, and geopolitical dynamics,

\ UL

emphasizing the need for coordinated national and regional responses. Her lecture provided
insights into strategic planning, risk mitigation, and climate-adaptive governance. The session
engaged scholars, students, and policymakers, fostering informed dialogue on pressing environ-
mental challenges in Pakistan and South Asia.

Meeting with Dr. Muhammad Ali Shah,
Vice Chancellor of the University of the Punjab

On 23 October 2025, Dr. Asma Shakir Khawaja, Executive Director of
CISS AJK, held a meeting with Dr. Muhammad Ali Shah, Vice
Chancellor of the University of the Punjab. The discussion focused on
strengthening academic collaboration, research partnerships, and joint
initiatives between CISS AJK and Punjab University. Dr. Khawaja
emphasized opportunities for faculty exchanges, capacity building, and
collaborative projects in strategic and policy research. The meeting
highlighted CISS AJK’s commitment to fostering institutional linkages
and advancing scholarly engagement in Pakistan.
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Geo-Strategic Scenario and National Security

On 27 October 2025, Dr. Asma Shakir
Khawaja, participated as a speaker in an
academic engagement organized by the Bhim-
ber Garrison. She delivered a lecture on the
geo-strategic scenario and national security,
emphasizing regional security dynamics,
strategic challenges, and policy responses
relevant to Pakistan. Dr. Khawaja highlighted
the importance of informed strategic
planning, cross-domain deterrence, and risk
assessment in maintaining national stability.
Her session engaged military personnel and
scholars in discussions on strategic foresight and defense preparedness. This engagement
reinforced CISS AJK’s role in providing expertise on security, policy analysis, and strategic studies.

Emerging Technologies and Strategic Stability

On 7 November 2025, Dr. Asma Shakir Khawaja, Executive Director of CISS AJK, participated
as a speaker in an academic engagement organized by the Institute of Strategic Studies Islamabad
(ISSI). She delivered a lecture on emerging technologies and strategic stability, discussing how
technological advancements influence regional security, deterrence dynamics, and international
strategic calculations. Dr. Khawaja emphasized the importance of adaptive policy frameworks, risk
mitigation, and multilateral cooperation to maintain strategic balance. Her presentation engaged
scholars, policymakers, and security practitioners in discussions on managing uncertainty and

fostering resilient security architectures. This session reflected CISS AJK’s ongoing commitment
to informed strategic analysis and thought leadership.
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Nuclear Deterrence and Strategic

Stability in Europe and South Asia

On 17 November 2025, Dr. Asma Shakir
Khawaja, Executive Director of CISS AJK,
participated as a speaker in the 10th CISS—IISS
Workshop on Nuclear Deterrence and
Strategic Stability in Europe and South Asia,
organized jointly by CISS AJK and the
International Institute for Strategic Studies
(IISS). She addressed contemporary challenges
in nuclear deterrence, strategic stability, and
regional security dynamics, highlighting the
implications of emerging technologies and
cross-domain  threats. Dr. Khawaja
emphasized the need for adaptive strategies, risk mitigation, and international collaboration to
maintain  strategic balance. Her participation engaged scholars, practitioners, and
policymakers in critical discussions on maintaining stability and preventing escalation. This
workshop underscored CISS AJK’s role in providing expert analysis and contributing to global
strategic discourse.

Academic Engagement Organized Jointly
by the Pakistan Army and the AJK Government

On 19 November 2025, the research team of CISS AJK participated in an academic engagement
organized jointly by the Pakistan Army and the AJK Government. The event focused on regional
security, strategic planning, and collaborative approaches to governance and defense preparedness
in Azad Jammu & Kashmir. CISS AJK’s participation emphasized knowledge-sharing, policy
dialogue, and strengthening institutional linkages between research organizations and governmen-
tal bodies. The engagement reflected the center’s commitment to contributing to informed
decision-making and strategic capacity building in the region.
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64th International School on Disarmament and

Research on Conflicts (ISODARCO) Winter Course

In December 2025, Nimra Javed of CISS AJK was selected to participate in the 64th International
School on Disarmament and Research on Conflicts ISODARCO) Winter Course held in Italy.
The course, titled “Nuclear Risk, Technological Disruption, and International Conflict in an Age
of Turbulence,” provided advanced training on nuclear risk assessment, emerging technologies,
and conflict analysis. Nimra Javed’s participation highlichted CISS AJK’s engagement in interna-
tional capacity-building initiatives and strategic research. The program offered opportunities to
interact with global experts, enhance knowledge on nuclear and security issues, and contribute to
informed policy discussions.

Nuclear Risk, Technological Disruption, and

International Conflict in an Age of Turbulence

LW Syed Tahreem Bukhari, Associate Director, and Saba Ghulam Nabi,
Research Officer at CISS AJK, participated as speakers in the webinar
titled “Suppression and Silent Suffering: Women’s Perspectives on
Militarization in Kashmir,” organized by Kashmir Media Service
(KMS) in collaboration with the United Kashmir Journalists
Association (UKJA). Syed Tahreem Bukhari underscored that despite
enduring decades of militarization and systemic violence, Kashmiri
women remain resilient political actors, contributing through
leadership, legal resistance, documentation of abuses, and preserva-
tion of collective memory. Saba Ghulam Nabi highlighted the deep
psychological and social toll of prolonged conflict on Kashmiri
women, emphasizing its impact on their mental health, sense of
security, and overall well-being,
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Dr. Asma Shakir Khawaja

January 30, 2024

Appeared on PTV News Room with Omar Khalid Butt to discuss political violence,
minority persecution, economic challenges, Jammu and Kashmir, and the Manipur
conflict under Narendra Modi.

e |

e

February 02, 2025

e |

Appeared on PTV News show Kashmir Today with anchor Yasir Rehman on February 2,

S 2025, to discuss the situation in Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir.

February 05, 2025

4y, Appeared on PTV World’s Game Changer with Maryam Zia to discuss Kashmir Solidarity
gmm  Day and the need to shift from conflict management to conflict resolution in Kashmir.

Match 18, 2025

SUNGO Appeared on Live Forum with Javed Khan Jadoon on Suno FM 89.4/96 to discuss the
FM 89.4 Jaffer Express terrorist attack, security challenges, civilian impact, and preventive
measures.

. March 24, 2025

Appeared on PTV Newsroom with Omar Khalid Butt to discuss the BJP’s campaign
targeting Muslim heritage in India.

April 07, 2025

f;’;;.-_.. Appeared on PTV World’s News Room with Omar Khalid Butt to discuss the controver-
i sial Wakf Amendment Bill passed by the Indian Parliament.

- April 18, 2025

SUNGO Appeared on The Forum with Javed Khan Jadoon on Suno FM 89.4/96 to discuss
FM894 (e expulsion of Afghans and its humanitarian and regional implications.

. April 28, 2025

SUNCO Appeared on The Forum with Javed Khan Jadoon on Suno FM 89.4/96 to discuss the
FM894 post-Pahalgam situation.
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. May 03, 2025

SUNQ Appeared on Kashmir Today with Yasir Rehman to discuss the Pahalgam false flag
FM894 operation and India’s strategic motives.

. May 04, 2025

Appeared on Newsl to discuss India’s war hysteria and its regional and diplomatic
implications.

May 05, 2025

SUNCQ' Appeared on The Forum with Javed Khan Jadoon on Suno FM 89.4/96 to discuss India’s
FM894 state-sponsored transnational terrorism and the lack of international accountability.

May 08, 2025

SUNG Appeared on The Forum with Javed Khan Jadoon on Suno FM 89.4/96 to discuss
FM894 Pakistans response to Indian aggression and the importance of deterrence and
diplomacy.

. May 10, 2025

SUNG Appeared in a special transmission on Operation Bunyan-un-Marsoos to discuss
FM894 Pakistan’s strategic preparedness, deterrence capabilities, and regional stability.

May 12, 2025

SUNCQ Appeared on a TV show, highlighting Pakistan’s advanced air power and strong
FM89.4 deterrence.

May 14, 2025

SUNC Appeared on Suno FM 89.4. The Forum, discussing India’s use of terrorism and the need
FM89.4 for regional vigilance.

May 20, 2025

SUNG /ppeared on The Forum, highlighting accountability under international law and regional
FM89.4 sccurity.

May 31, 2025

| Appeared on PTV World, discussing Indian leadership’s statements after the Pahalgam
W incident.
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May 31, 2025

Discussed the post-May crisis narrative highlighting Pakistan’s strategic restraint and
modern military coordination.

June 04, 2025

SUNGQ' Appeared on The Forum, discussing Modi’s G7 snub and global pushback against India’s
FM89.4 aggression.

June 10, 2025

SUNG' Appeared on a morning show, highlighting post-crisis dynamics in Gaza and regional
FM 89.4 stability concerns.

June 11, 2025

SUNO' /ppeared on a morning show, highlighting India’s diplomatic isolation and failed Kashmir
FM894 narrative.

June 12, 2025

iasmie  Appeared on Kashmir Siasat, highlighting how Modi’s strikes on Pakistan backfired.

June 12, 2025

A Appeared on PTV World Newsroom, addressing Pakistan’s transparency in Operation
Bunyan-un-Marsoos and India’s use of misinformation.

June 13, 2025

SUNC /ppeared on a morning show, discussing India’s nuclear risks and misaligned leadership
FM894 after the May crisis.

June 30, 2025

SUNO' Appeared on a morning show, discussing India’s great power delusions and its regional
FM89.4  isolation.

July 14, 2025

4y, Appeared on PTV World show Newsroom, discussing India’s suspension of the Indus
Waters Treaty and its revisionist approach.

July 15, 2025

SUNO Appeared on The Forum, discussing India’s arms race and its impact on regional stability.
FM 89.4
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July 24, 2025

Appeared on Suno FM show The Forum, analyzing Operation Sindoor and India’s
military—civilian divide.

July 29, 2025

Appeared on Suno FM show The Forum, noting P. Chidambaram’ admission and
stressing evidence-based analysis in security matters.

August 01, 2025

Appeared on Kashmir Today show PTV News, addressing India’s post-May crisis
narrative and Amit Shah’s gaps in preparedness.

August 05, 2025

Appeared on Radio Pakistan show Youm-e-Istehsal Special, outlining India’s illegal
actions in Jammu and Kashmir and reaffirming Pakistan’s support for the Kashmiri cause.

ER C R EB
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August 05, 2025

Appeared on PTV World show Game Changer, addressing Kashmir Exploitation Day and
urging genuine conflict resolution in ITOJK.
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August 20, 2025

Appeared on Kashmir Digital Show Kashmir Siasat, analyzing Modi government’s
post-May 2025 crisis policies and coercive approach.
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September 04, 2025

Appeared on The Forum, examining the SCO Summit 2025 and its regional security
commitments.

=g
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September 09, 2025

Appeared on The Forum, examining China’s new mega dam and its impact on Sino-India
relations.

=
B2
=0

September 09, 2025

Appeared on The Forum, show of SUNO FM, noting India’s failed attempt to exploit the
SCO platform for its political agenda.

SYE |

September 09, 2025

Appeared on IPS TV, reflecting on Syed Ali Shah Geelani’s legacy of Kashmiri resistance
and principled struggle.
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September 30, 2025

SUNGQ Appeared on The Forum, addressing the Indo-Israel nexus and its threat to regional
FM89.4 eace,

October 03, 2025

. Appeared on Kashmir Today, addressing the Ladakh curfew and developments in
@m  Manipur, urging restraint and dialogue.

. October 13, 2025

Appeared on Pakistan TV, stressing that Afghanistan must not serve as a safe haven for
terrorists and warning of Pakistan’s potential use of force.

. October 29, 2025

SUNG Appeared on The Forum, addressing terror networks operating from Afghan soil.
FM 89.4

. November 03, 2025

Appeared on Pakistan Television, commenting on India’s use of espionage and proxies
following strategic setbacks.

. November 05, 2025

suﬂdAppeared on The Forum , analyzing the Bihar elections as a crucial political test for the
94 BIP.

November 15, 2025

| Appeared on Kashmir Today, examining justice concerns and the Bihar elections’ impact
@m  on India’s democratic image.

. November 24, 2025

SUNGQ Appeared on The Forum, outlining Pakistan’s stance against destabilization efforts and
FM894 India’s use of proxies and propaganda.

November 26, 2025

Appeared on Pakistan Television, rejecting Rajnath Singh’s Sindh remarks as legally
baseless and driven by expansionist ideology.

. December 10, 2025

A Appeared on World View, addressing rising global pressure on the Taliban and calls for

coordinated action.
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December 10, 2025

SUNG"* Appeared on The Forum, raising concerns over the saffronization of India’s armed forces
FM894 .4 shrinking space for dissent.

December 10, 2025

Appeared on Talking Politics, analyzing Putin’s India visit and Modji’s strategic optics.

December 17, 2025

Appeared on Kashmir Today, marking Human Rights Day by addressing India’s conduct
in IIOJK and the wider Kashmir dispute.

December 21, 2025

Appeared on Pakistan Television, addressing the Sydney attack and countering disinforma-
tion with verified evidence.

December 21, 2025

SUNG /Appeared on Suno FM, addressing Afghanistan’s rejection of Pakistan’s aid and stressing
FM 89.4 lcadership accountability.

December 30, 2025

. Appeared on PTV News, addressing India’s worsening minority crisis and its global reputa-
X tional impact.

st Segment 2nd Segment

India’sFalseFlag  pM Shehbaz Sharif's
Operation in IOJK Visit to Turkiye
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Research Team

January 31, 2025

QJ Tayyaba Khurshid

Tayyaba Khurshid appeared on Kashmir Today , addressing India’s occupation, human rights
violations, and challenges in Jammu and Kashmir.

February 03, 2025

Q Abdul Basit

Abdul Basit appeared on PTV Newsroom, addressing human rights violations and oppression in
ITOJK and the Afghan interim government.

February 05, 2025

Q Tayyaba Khurshid

Tayyaba Khurshid appeared on Kashmir Today, addressing India’s genocidal intent and human
rights violations in ITOJK.

February 05, 2025

Q Tayyaba Khurshid

Tayyaba Khurshid appeared on Kashmir Today, addressing India’s genocidal intent and human
rights violations in IIOJK.

March 21, 2025

Q Tayyaba Khurshid

Tayyaba Khurshid appeared on PTV Newsroom, addressing Pakistan’s rebuttal of India’s claims
on IIOJK and regional issues.

April 11, 2025

Q Tayyaba Khurshid

Tayyaba Khurshid appeared on PTV World with Omar Khalid Butt, discussing Pakistan’s
rebuttal of India’s claims on IIOJK and Israeli actions in Gaza.

May 10, 2025
Q Qurat-ul-Ain

Qurat-ul-Ain Shabbir appeared on Kashmir Siasat, analyzing Iran’s regime change rumors and
regional political implications.




May 16, 2025

Q Tayyaba Khurshid

Tayyaba Khurshid appeared on PTV World, addressing unresolved Kashmir issues and regional
water disputes.

. November 04, 2025

Y Qurat-ul-Ain

Qurat-ul-Ain Shabbir appeared on Kashmir Siasat, addressing India’s political failures in Ladakh
and rising international pressure.

November 04, 2025

Q Qurat-ul-Ain

Qurat-ul-Ain Shabbir appeared on Kashmir Siasat, addressing India’s political failures in Ladakh
and rising international pressure.

December 03, 2025

Q Zohaib Altaf and Nimra Javed

Zohaib Altaf and Nimra Javed appeared on a program hosted by Dr. Lokman Karadag, discussing
responsible Al in South Asia and the need for dialogue between India and Pakistan.

December 12, 2025

Q Abdul Basit

Abdul Basit appeared on The Public Team Podcast, addressing systematic human rights violations
in ITOJK and their regional security risks.

On April 27, 2025, Dr. Asma Shakir
Khawaja appeared on Salman Javed
Official Podcast, examining the post-
Pahalgam situation and India’s strategic
approach in Jammu & Kashmir.

y

On February 5, 2025, Dr. Asma Shakir
Khawaja appeared on Radio Pakistan
Podcast, reflecting on Kashmir Solidarity
Day and support for Kashmiri rights.

On February 25, 2025, M. Shahzad
Akram appeared on CISS AJK YouTube
Channel, examining the Pulwama—Balakot

crisis and its electoral implications under
Modi.

n February 25, 2025, Qurat-ul-Ain Shabbir
ppeared on Kashmir Today, reviewing

Operation Swift Resort and its regional
security implications.
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On August 5, 2025, Dr. Asma Shakir
Khawaja appeared on a Radio Pakistan
Podcast, assessing six years after ‘
Articles 370 and 35A and reaffirming y,.
support for Kashmir’s right to s
self-determination.

Drt. Asma Khawaja participated in a
Radio Pakistan podcast titled Where We
Today Stand on Kashmir on Aug 6, 2025.

On August 6, 2025, Dr. Asma Shakir
Khawaja appeared on a Radio Pakistan
Podcast, challenging claims of normalcy in
IIOJK and pointing to ongoing rights
violations and political suppression.

On December 12, 2025, Abdul Basit appeared
on The Public Team Podcast, examining
systematic human rights violations in IIOJK
and warning of ideology-driven regional risks.

Launch of YouTube Channel

CISS-AJK launched its YouTube channel on January 1, 2025. This platform aims to enhance the
reach and visibility of CISS-AJK academic research and strategic dialogues.

SUBSCRIBE
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Digital/Social Media Performance Overview 2025
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Comprehensive Kashmir Report, showcasing a wide range of activities and initiatives related to
the Kashmir issue. The report features details of webinars, seminars, conferences, research papers,
op-eds, and social media campaigns.

To investigate the Pulwama incident and how the BJP's political gamble brought South Asia to the
brink of nuclear war.

Bl Research authored by Abdul Rehman and Shahzad Akram garnered
international attention for its analytical critique of the 2019 Pulwama
incident. By challenging mainstream accounts and characterizing the
event as a "false flag" attack, the work prompted a high-level response
from Disinfo Lab. This response has been described as containing a
distinct Indian bias, focusing on the chronological alignhment of the
publication and alleging that the research sought to establish a specific
narrative foundation ahead of the Pahalgam attack in April 2025.
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Crisis, Hypersonics, and Hyper-OODA Warfare

CRISIS, HYPERSONICS,
D HYPER-DODR \ARFARE

uardrails:

jon Without 8
iy d the Strategic pitfalls

Tha Pakistar-India risis 20250

ol Maf S 01

The April-May 2025 India—Pakistan crisis, triggered by the 22 April Pahalgam attack in Indian
Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK), rapidly escalated into one of the most dangerous
confrontations in decades, marked by India’s unilateral actions and Operation Sindoor’s missile
and air strikes, which provoked a full-spectrum Pakistani response. The crisis witnessed the largest
aerial dogfight since World War II, involving over 125 aircraft alongside drones, cruise missiles,
and Electronic Warfare (EW) systems. In the aftermath, India embarked on an accelerated
modernization drive across land, air, naval, space, and cyber domains, reflecting a doctrinal shift
toward escalation dominance and preemptive strategies. For Pakistan, India’s expanding Intelli-
gence, Surveillance, and Reconnaissance (ISR) network, hypersonic capabilities, and Al-driven
combat cloud pose significant challenges to decision-making and deterrence stability. To address
these threats, the study recommends enhancing Pakistan’s deterrence posture, improving
survivability, and expanding the Army Rocket Force (ARF) through integrated missile—drone
packages and satellite support to create strategic buffers inside India, while simultaneously
reinforcing crisis-management mechanisms and engaging with the international community to
prevent future escalations.
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Saba Ghulam

Do you Remember Kunan Poshpora? Nabi Policy Perspectives Nov 17, 2025
Azadi Freedom, Fascism and Fiction gi};};zi? d Policy Perspectives Nov 17, 2025

Research Papers

Ripeness in the Middle East: Unpacking

Iran-Saudi Arabia Rapprochement and gﬁgﬁlﬁ? d Globalljlslic;cgteglc_ 2025
China’s New-found Role
Atoms for Peace Programme” Misused International
by the Nuclear Weapon Aspirant Hira Bashir Journal for 2025
Countries: Case Study of India Social Sciences
India-Pakistan Development of Drones: ~ Zohaib Altaf Strategic Studies March 2025
Implications for Strategic Stability & Nimra Javed Journal are
Hegemony , Settler Colonialism and Saba Ghulam International
Dispossession Decoding India's Nabi & Journal of Social ~ Aug 01, 2025
Restructuring of Jammu and Kashmir ~ Abdul Rehman  Sciences Bulletin
£Iow Indian Domestic Politics Impacts Nk}fr};ilzgid South Asian Aug 2025
egional Arms Controls . Studies
Moneeb Mir
., . .. Journal of
China$ Ascendancy in the Digital Rimsha Malik Rescarchin  Sep 09, 2025
conomy: An Appraisal . .
Social Sciences
The Rohingya Crisis: Ethnic Tayyaba
Marginalization and Statelessness Khurshid NS Jforrieed A
The NSG, Non NPT States and the
Future of Nonproliferation Norms in Nazia Sheikh BTTN Journal 2025
South Asia
India’s Nuclear Safety Security: Syeda Tahreem
Implications for South Asian Strategic Bukhari Political Horizons 2025
Stability & Nazia Sheikh
The NPT in the Third Nuclear Age: Tavvab
Reassessing the Treaty’s Relevance ayyaoa BTTN Journal Dec, 2025
. . S Khurshid

Amid Emerging Realities
From Atoms for Peace to Atoms for . :
Sustainability: Ali%njng Nuclear Qurat(—gEJl—Am International

- . Journal of Social 2025
lednnclogy widh Smsizialble Hira Bashir Sciences Bulletin
Development Goals (SDGS)
Nuclear Otrder in Decline: Hira Bashir Policv Research
Understanding the Drivers of U.S.— & OHCY escarc 2025

Russia Arms Control Failure Qurat-Ul-Ain Journal



Rimsha
Malik

Cyber-Enabled Transformation of
National Security Paradigms

Journal of
Media Horizons

2025

Strategic Forecast 2025 Blogs

India’s Position in SCO: The Pot Calling the Kettle
Black

Kashmir’s Quest for Self-Determination and Reassess-
ment of Global Responsibility and Intervention

Arms Control in the Crossfire How Escalating
Conflicts Reshape Disarmament Efforts

Eroding Equilibrium: U.S Sanctions and the South
Asian Strategic Order

Breaking the 80% Fallacy
The Stolen Vocal Cords of Kashmiri Society

The Geopolitics Behind the Fall of Assad Regime

Rethinking Arms Control: Modern Conflicts and the
Future of Nuclear Disarmament

Kashmir Solidarity Day a Symbol of Pakistan’s
Commitment

Misplaced Concerns: Reassessing Pakistan’s Ballistic
Missile Program in a Regional Context

Pulwama-Balakot Beyond the Official Narrative

The Balakot Saga & Unpreparedness of Indian
Armed Forces

Trump and Maximum Pressure 2.0: What’s Next for
the JCPOA?

What did Pulwama-Balakot Teach us about South
Asian Strategic Stability?

Operation Swift Retort: India’s Attempted Aggression
and the Global Response

Conference on Disarmament and Plenary
Meetings 2025

India’s Drone Dilemma: Strategic Autonomy or
Persistent Dependence?

Key Takeaways from the 2025 Session of the UNDC

Tahawwur Rana’s Extradition

Maryum Masood
& Mobeen Jafar Mir

Saba Ghulam
Nabi

Tayyaba Khurshid
Hammad Waleed
Abdul Basit
Abdul Rahman
Syed Raza Abbas

Muhammad Shahzad

Saba ghulam Nabi &
Abdul Rahman

Dr. Asma Shakir
Khawaja

Saba ghulam Nabi
& Abdul Rahman

Syeda Tahreem
Bukhari

Maryyum Masood
& Amna Saqib

Tayyaba Khurshid

Nazia Sheikh

Tayyaba Khurshid
& Nazia Sheikh

Z.ohaib Altaf
Muhammad Shahzad

Abdul Basit

Jan 01, 2025
Jan 05, 2025
Jan 06, 2025
Jan 10, 2025
Jan 24, 2025
Jan 24, 2025
Jan 23, 2025
Jan, 24, 2025
Feb 05, 2025
Feb 12, 2025
Feb 24, 2025
Feb 26, 2025
Feb 26, 2025
Mar 05, 2025
Mar 07, 2025
Mar 06, 2025

Mar 21, 2025

April 11,
2025
April 12,
2025



The K-5 Conundrum: India’s Rising Missile Reach and
the Global Blind Spot

Key Outcomes from the 2025 Third Meeting of States
Parties to the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons (TPNW)

Deciphering India’s Defense Research and
Development Schemes

Pahalgam Attack False Flag Operation
Resetting the Disarmament Debate

Cui Bono in Pahalgam Attack?

Bangladesh’s Ocean Guardian Claim: What It Means
for IOR in general and Pakistan in particular

The Fusion of India’s Soft Power and Hybrid Warfare,
A Strategic Concern

From Oil to Nuclear Energy: Saudi Arabia’s Vision
2030 for a Sustainable Future

NATO’s Nuclear Dilemma in a Multipolar World

India’s Abrogation of Indus Water Treaty: Violation of
International Law Or India’s Water Terrorism

Strategic Clarity Amid Ideological Chaos: Decoding the
Pahalgam Fallout and Pakistan’s Measured Resolve

India’s Strategic Design: From Coercion to Hybrid
War — What Should Pakistan Do?

Sindoor to Strategic Folly: India’s Risky Escalation
Doctrine

India’s False Flag Gamble in Pahalgam and South
Asian Deterrence

Managing Crises, Ignoring Causes: The Uncomfortable
Truth About Kashmir

Al-Driven Warfare: Navigating the Legal Ambiguities,
Accountability Gaps, and Escalation Concerns

Pakistan-India Crisis Escalation 7.0: A Dangerous
Playbook of Strategic Restraint

Indian Quest for Escalation Dominance: A Dangerous
Notion for Deterrence in South Asia

India’s Strategic Calculus and Crisis in South Asia

India’s Land Warfare Doctrine in Practice: Operation
Sindoor and the Evolving Challenge for Pakistan

From Tests to Tensions: Pakistan’s Restraint, India’s
Impulsiveness

Dr. Zahir Kazmi

Nazia Sheikh

Usman Haider &
Mahnoor Saghir

Syeda Tahreem
& Abdul Basit

Dr. Zahir Kazmi

Saba Ghulam Nabi
& Abdul Rahman

Ahmed Saeed & Dr
Wagqas Khaliq Bhatti

Abdul Basit
Hira Bashir
Dr. Zahir Kazmi

Kumail Mehdi

Dr. Asma Shakir
Khawaja

Dr Atia Ali Kazmi
Dr. Zahir Kazmi
Zamzam Channa
Dr. Zahir Kazmi

Maheen Butt

Dr. Asma Shakir
Khawaja

Muhammad Haseeb
Riaz

Muhammad Ali
Baig

Syed Ali Abbas

Hammad Waleed

April 16,
2025

April 18,
2025

April 21
2025
April 23
2025
April 23
2025
April 24
2025
April 24
2025
April 28
2025
April 29
2025
April 30
2025
May 02,
2025
May 06,
2025
May 08,
2025
May 09,
2025
May 15,
2025
May 17,
2025
May 20,
2025
May 30,
2025
Jun 16,
2025
Jun 23,
2025
Jun 23,
2025
Jun 30,
2025

b

b

b

b

b

b

b

b



The Great ICBM Hoax

Pakistan Nuclear Program: Under Speculations and
Misconceptions

From Sarin to Software: How Al Exposes
Vulnerabilities in the Chemical Weapons Convention

Debunking the ICBM Scaremongering

Why War is No More an Option between India and
Pakistan

A Comparative Analysis of Pakistan-India Diplomatic
Response After the Pahalgam Crisis

Budgeting Without Boundaries: Why Pakistan’s Fiscal
Dysfunction Is More Than Just a Technical Problem

Global Development in Era of Economic Tumult

Assessing the Prospects of China-Iran Alighment
amid the 12-Day War

How to Survive a Nuclear Apartheid: Exposing the
Strategic Distortions Undermining South Asian
Deterrence

Can India Really Be the “Net-Security Provider” the
US Expects or Are the Expectations Unrealistic?

Pralay: India’s Attempt to Operationalize Integrated
Rocket Force

From The Meadow to Mahadev: A Crisis Script
Replayed in Pahalgam

Why India’s Own Policies May Bring Kashmir Back to
the Global Stage

Strategic Lessons from the June 2025 Iran-Israel War
Emerging Technologies Strategies and Warfare

An Al-Road to Nuclear Armageddon?

Powering the Future Safely: An In-Depth Look at
Pakistan’s Nuclear Energy Sector

Climate, Economy, and Security: Building a Resilient
Pakistan

Testing the Threshold of Nuclear Deterrence: Is India
about to Cross the Rubicon?

Challenges for the BJP Government Amid India-
Pakistan Relations

India’s Perilous Missile Gambit

Abdul Basit
Adeela Ahmed
Anam Murad Khan
Haseeb Riaz
Felix Edgar
Ayesha Sikandar
Hasnat Ahmad

M. Waqgar Anwar

Syed Raza Abbas
& Shamil Abdullah

Dr Zahir Kazmi

M. Abubaker
Usman Haider
Dr Zahir Kazmi
Syeda Saba Israr
Syed Ali Zia Jaffery
Nimra Javed
M. Ali Baig
Anam Murad Khan
Hasnat Ahmad
M. Shareh Qazi
Shamsa Kanwal

Ghazala Yasmin Jalil

July 02,
2025
July 04,
2025
July 14,
2025
July 14,
2025
July 15,
2025
July 16,
2025
July 22,
2025
July 22,
2025
July 22,
2025

July 24,
2025

July 24,
2025
Aug 04,
2025
Aug 04,
2025
Aug 05,
2025
Aug 18,
2025
Aug 18,
2025
Aug 18,
2025
Aug 20,
2025
Aug 21,
2025
Aug 29,
2025
Aug 29,
2025
Sep 03,
2025



India’s Agni-V Test: Why? And for What?

Brahminical Hegemony: The Enduring Architecture of

Power, Privilege, and Strategic Culture in India

Cryptographic Vulnerabilities and Quantum
Computing: Current Trends and Emerging Challenges

The Golden Dome: America’s Ambitious Plan for a
New Era of Missile Defense

The Economy of Genocide: Analysing Israel’s
Profiteering from the War on Gaza

The Indian Navy’s BrahMos Deployment Is Laying the

Keel for the Next War with Pakistan
Both India and Pakistan know that Outer Space
Catching the Flow: Plastic Waste Interceptors and the

Fight Against River Pollution in AJK

Rethinking Strategic Stability in South Asia: The
Prestige Paradox of Indian Military Modernization

S5-Class Submarines: Assessing Capabilities and
Potential Risks to Regional Stability
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